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EDITORIAL 
Why Church Union? 


It is the responsibility of the advocates of 
church union to show that the Kingdom of Christ 
will be advanced by a merger of the Northern and 
Southern Presbyterian Churches. In the discussion 
thus far it appears that all the proponents of union 
have to offer the Southern Presbyterian Church 
for surrendering its life and work and testimony 
is denominational bigness and the appeal of a ng- 
tional church, Neither of these attributes neces- 
sarily applies to church efficiency and progress. 
The reverse may be true. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is compact, 
well-organized, and aggressive. Its effectiveness as 
a denomination of Christian people is evidenced by 
the numbers received upon profession of faith, 
the churches that are organized, and the contribu- 
tions to the world-wide Christian missionary enter- 
prise. It is a matter of record that the Southern 
Presbyterian Church excels the Northern Presby- 
terian Church in each of these activities which are 
the true measure of a church’s progress. 


In The Presbyterian of May 31, 1947, Mr. James 
L. Getaz, an elder in the Fifth Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church, New York City, in an article on “Men 
and Money” said: “We are talking of the possi- 
bility of uniting with the Southern Church but it 
will be embarrassing to us when our offerings are 
compared. They give in terms of one dollar per 
member and We can produce only 50 cents. It can- 
not be said that the Southern States are an area 
of greater wealth. That would be far from true. 
It may be that our Southern Presbyterians are 
better informed on the causes of missions and 
have greater interest in the spread of the Gospel 
throughout the world.” | 


In The Presbyterian of June 14, 1947, Dr. 
Thomas Law Coyle, pastor of the First (Presbyte- 
rian Church, San Diego, Calif., has an article en- 
titled “Must We Liquidate The Presbyterian 


Church?” He points out that in a period from 
1926 to 1944, while population increased 14.3 per- 
cent, the Protestant Episcopal Church: increased 
19.8 percent; the Methodist, 19.9 percent; the 
cr Baptist, 20.6 percent; the United Bre- 


| 


thren, 39.2 percent; and the Northern Presbyte. 
rian Church increased 7.7 percent. “Dr. Coyle js 
puzzled by the fact that the Northern Presbyterian 


Church is the slowest growing major denomination | 


in the United States and refers to the better record 
of the Southern Presbyterians in the work of 
church extension. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church, one of the 
smaller denominations and occupying a dis 
advantaged economic section of the country, gives 
almost twice as much to benevolences as the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church and in proportion to its 
membership is one of the leading denominations 
in its advance in the field of evangelism and 
church extension. If church efficiency and denomi- 
national progress are to be the test there is no ap- 
parent reason for union of these two churches. 


For more than eighty years the Southern Pres 
byterian Church has served in friendly and helpful 
co-operation with all true Churches of Christ and 
the rich blessing of God has rested upon its labors. 
It is united in its own fellowship and a good friend 
and neighbor of the Northern Church in every area 
where in the providence of God the two churches 
are called to serve. Many earnest people concerned 
for the welfare of their Church are asking if the 
preservation of the spiritual unity of our own 
communion is not more to be desired than any 
formal union of denominations which might be the 

-oeeasion of dissension and division. —H.B.D. 


Prayer—Our Greatest 


Resource 


“Prayer changes things.” We have heard this 
said again and again and we probably believe 1, 
in a measure. But, few Christians have ever fully 
explored the potentialities of prayer. 


We believe in miracles—not only the miracles 
recorded in the Scriptures but we believe in daily 
miracles—God intervening in the lives of His ow), 
in the lives of those who through an act of daily 
surrender to Him and seeking from Him wisdom 
and guidance in the little things of daily living— 
we believe in these miracles because we have ex 
perienced them again and again. 
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There are those who have distorted the meaning 
and effects of prayer. They make it some mystic 
rite which primarily benefits through a subjective 
influence the one who prays. Of course one aspect 
of true prayer is the submission of the individual 
t) the will of God. 


But, we know God wants us to enjoy a relation- 
ship far deeper than that, a relationship which 


prings Him into the daily tasks and problems and — 


seks and secures His divine intervention to bless 
our efforts, to ourselves, and to others. 


God is anxious and willing to enter into our 
lives and direct them. His was not an empty pro- 
mise when He said: “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own under- 
sanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths.” 


Is it not a fact that the tragedies of individual 
lives and the doom of nations is caused by leaning 
om our own understanding? ‘‘Acknowledging Him 
in all our paths” has been the rare exception 
rither than the practiced rule. 


We Presbyterians are woefully weak in giving 
personal testimonies but this Presbyterian wishes 
to bear testimony to the fact that God does honor 
promises to give leading and strength and wisdom 
in personal affairs. Hundreds of times we have had 
our plans changed by an unseen hand—a ’phone 
call blocked; an intended letter changed or not 
written; a leading from a verse from the Bible er 
a conversation with a Christian friend; an un- 
certain course made plain while in the very act of 
prayer; an emergency with only time for a fleeting 
prayer, “God help me’’; a line of professional 
conduct changed; in fact we have experienced 
God’s direct, personal and clear guidance to one 
of His unworthy children, again and again and 
again. 


We believe Christians are missing one of the 
most precious privileges of the Christian life when 
they fail to pray for such daily help. 


God rules in the affairs of nations and He also > 


rules in the affairs of the most humble and most 
norant of His individua] creatures—if we will 
but let Him. | | 


To those who would question or doubt we would 
suggest—try it. In prayer commit the day to Him. 
Mention the problems you know you are to face 
and ask for His wisdom and guidance in all that 
the day brings forth. Then you too will believe in 
mracles for prayer does change things. —L.N.B. 


The Witness Of The Southern 
Presbyterian Church 
To Her Lord — Shall 


We Preserve It? 
By Rev. J. David Simpson 


Newton, Miss. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church has a great 
witness to make for her Lord, and who knows but 
what we are on the very verge of proving such a 
blessing as has not been scarcely imagined to un- 
Counted thousands who may come into our terri- 
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torial sphere from other sections of our nation 
and become members of our Church. It is doubt- 
ful if we could prove that blessing if we are 
swallowed up four or five to one in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church, As something of a proof of 
this, Dr. R. T. L, Liston in his splendid sermon on 
“Christian Education” in a recent issue of “The 
Presbyterian Outlook” unconsciously, no doubt, 
gave a splendid reason why we should not organic- 
ally unite with the Northern Presbyterian Church. 
This is a quotation from his sermon: ‘‘When Thomas 
Jefferson and the Deists tried to lead America 
away from Christianity in the early nineteenth 
century, it was the (Protestant Calvinists like 
Timothy Dwight who answered them and brought 
America back to the old Faith. American intellec- 
tual life was in our hands, but now the infidel 
scorn of our times finds its only real answer from 
men trained, not by our Protestant institutions, 
but by the Roman Catholics. Notice that in this 
year, one of them, Father Sheen, has bantized 
one of the leading figures of the United States 
Senate, has baptized the wife of the most influ- 
ential journalist in America (the husband is still 
a Presbyterian officer), has baptized a young 
Methodist auto manufacturer who controls what is 
probably the largest private fortune in America, 
and has baptized and started toward the Priest- 
hood the son of John Foster Dulles, who was sup- 
posed to-have been the prospective Secretary of 
State if Mr. Dewey had been elected President. 


Mr. Dulles is a leading member of the Presbyte- 


rian Church, U.S.A.” 


One little wonders why the Roman Catholics 
have stepped into the place of prominence that 
they have. It has been through the virtual dis- 
carding of the fundamentals of Christian Faith 
and Doctrine in many of the more prominent Nor- 
thern Protestant denominations, that has encour- 
aged Father Sheen to preach with all of the fervor 
of his being over the radio and from the platform, 


Christian Fundamental teaching. Father Sheen 


knows it is what people are hungering and dying 
for, and cannot find from far too many of the 
Protestant pulpits of our land, notably northern 
sections. It is little wonder, but only to the shame 


of Protestants, that Mrs. Clare Booth Luce con- 


fesses in her articles in The Ladies’ Home Journal, 
that such views as “The God of Love” who has 
sympathy and understanding for mankind, the im- 
minent God, the God of Redemption, was all new 
to her, until she heard it from Father Sheen, or 
through the Roman Catholics, It only shows how 
far Protestantism (and the Northern Presbyterian 
pulpits will carry a heavy share of the blame) has 
drifted from the purity of Fundamental Christian 
Doctrine, and has exalted the Deism of Dr, Fos- 
dick, which Mrs. Luce heard from Fosdick and 
many prominent Presbyterian ministers during the 
days of her youth, and which she says did not 
satisfy, did not bring hope, and did not meet the 
deeper needs of her life. It should be no surprise 
that she turned Roman Catholic, and who knows 
but what her husband, the Editor of “Life” Maga- 
zine, and officer in the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., will soon follow by becoming a Roman 
Catholic. Is not the above reason stated by Mrs. 
Luce, as to why she became a Roman Catholic, 
also, no doubt the reason why the other prominent 
people mentioned by Dr. Liston, have become 


-Roman Catholics? Is it not possible, and altogether 


probable that the son of John Foster Dulles would 
not be today headed towards the Catholic Priest- 
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hood if he had heard as positively as he should 
have from the pulpits of his Church (the Presby- 
terian U.S.A.) the Doctrines of the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints? Mr. John Foster Dulles is a 
leading member of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and does it not look like the Auburn Affir- 
mation is now beginning to bear its fruit in that 
Church? 


All of this adds up to the fact that the very 
hope of Christian Education in our nation is going 
to lie with the Churches that are faithful to pro- 
claim, and never to conceal, the fundamentals of 
Christian Faith and Doctrine. The Southern Pres- 
byterian Church has been slow to show any reces- 
sion from faithfulness to her Doctrine, whereas 
the Northern Church (Presbyterian U.S.A.) has 
been fast in recent years to depart from it, and is 
not this fact in itself, one of the definite answers 
as to why Christian Education has lost its grip on 
the consciousness of much of Presbyterianism in 
our nation today? Does the Southern Presbyterian 
Church want to lose its witness to the purity of 
Christian Doctrine, bury its influence as a power 
for Christian Education, in these troublous times 
of ours? Does the Southern Presbyterian Church 
want to let fade that strong evangelistic fervor 
which is now sweeping over our Chureh and 
strongly evidenced in the growing Visitation Evan- 
gelism Program. Does the Southern ‘Presbyterian 
Church want to throw a chill over the Five Year 
Stewardship Program of Progress which has been 
set up by our Assembly and has such a praise- 
worthy objective, I think that our Church will 
avoid all of these above possibilities by deter- 
mining to preserve the identity of our Church as 
not just a separte Presbyterian Branch in our na- 
tion, but a Church that has and is still anxious to 


show “Christian One-ness of Purpose’ with other: 


Presbyterian Branches and denominations without 
necessarily having to organically unite with them. 


Towards Centralization! 


One of the arguments for Church Union is the 
resulting concentration of power and authority in 
a small group which will then be able to speak for 


Protestantism as a unit, similar to the manner of 


the Catholic Church. 


In this concentration of power lies one of its 


greatest dangers, and this desire for authority on 
the part of some ecclesiastical leaders cannot be 
resisted too strongly. 


The very size of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church brought into being their General Council, 
an organization un4+Presbyterian in our system of 
church government. 


World War II was fought, presumably, to de- 
stroy domination of the masses by powerful mi- 
norities. The Church should beware of any ten- 
dency in this direction. Ecclesiastical hierachies 
are dangerous, whether they be Protestant or 
Catholic. | 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (United States) 


To The General Assembly’s Training 
School, Richmond, Va. 
For the Month of May: 1947, $2,478.85; 1946, 
$2,004.78. For the Year: 1947, $10,337.92; 1946, 
$9,475.79. 


Paul And The Peace That 
Passes Understanding 
( Phil. 4:7) 


It is interesting to note that Isaiah, the grea 
Evangelical Prophet, and Paul, the great Fvangelica] 
(Preacher, both stress the idea of Peace. Thoy 
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on Thee, says Isaiah: And the peace of God that 
passeth understanding shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus, says Paul. 


Saul of Tarsus did not have peace as he traveled 
madly toward Damascus. Goaded by his conscience 
and no doubt haunted by the faces of Stephen 
and the Christians whom he had been persecuting, 
he was troubled within. 


But when he found Christ—or rather, was found, 
laid hold of. by Him—then he obtained that for 
which he had vainly sought, in keeping the law and 


in his mistaken zeal. 7 


Not that Paul never had any more troubles. His 
troubles increased. If we will read II Corinthians, 
chapters six and eleven, we can see that his life 
was a stormy one. But in spite of his distresses 
he now possessed a peace passed under- 
standing, Let us see what he says about it. 


1. The Peace that passes understanding is The 
Peace of God. It must first of all be Peace with 
God. Man has rebelled against God. There must be 
reconciliation before there can be peace. In II 
Corinthians 5:18-21 we find that God has done 
His part, that ‘‘God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself—for he hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin.’”’ Therefore, “‘we pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 


Then it is Peace from God. “My peace give I 
unto you,” said Jesus, and when Jesus speaks, 
God speaks. We cannot buy any of the best things 
—love, or grace, or salvation, or peace, “Sweet 
peace, the gift of God’s love.” 


It is also Peace like God’s peace. We think of 
the power, majesty, Glory, and Holiness of God: 
let us remember that Perfect Peace is one of His 
attributes. Our Savior exemplified it as He faced 
Pilate; the judge was troubled and restless, while 
the Faultless Prisoner had a calmness that made 
the guilty governor tremble and fear. 


II. The Peace that passes understanding is a 
peace that “Keeps (guards) our hearts and minds, 
(thoughts). These are the two points where we are 


most likely to be disturbed. 


Our hearts, our feelings, our emotions, are often 
the source of our uneasiness: “Let not your heart 
be troubled.” 


It may be our own burdens, sorrows, aches and 
pains, problems: “The troubles of my heart are 
enlarged’, moans the Psalmist. If our hearts are 
tender, they bleed easily; we are hurt, wounded, 
sorely distressed. 


It may be the troubles of other people. We “Feel 
with them.” Let us not be ashamed of our tear’; 
“Jesus wept.” 


Now, the peace of God does not harden our 
hearts; it keeps, or guards our hearts. God ig 
tender hearts, but He knows they need to = 
protected. His peace will protect the softest hea 
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Then, our Thoughts often trouble us. We begin 
1) think about our loved ones, our friends, our 
~ommunity, our nation, even our world, and if we 
re not careful, anxiety, worry, will possess our 
minds. Paul gives a good antidote for all our 
youbled thinking as we read and hear of all the 
svi] and mean and debasing “news” of the day, 
1 4:8, and tells us to “Think on these things.” 


Ill. The Peace that Passes Understanding is 
Peace Through (in) Christ, “He is our Peace.” 
We can find it nowhere else. - 


Peace through His death on the cross. “The 
blood of Jesus whispers peace within.” Justified 
by faith we have peace with God. | 


Peace through His Presence in our hearts. “Lo, 
Iam with you, even unto the end of the world.” 
How could Paul have peace in prison, on a storm- 
tossed and sinking ship, while shamefully treated 
and deserted? “The Lord stood by me.” There 
was a Fourth in the fiery furnace with the three, 
and there is always Another—even the Son of 
God—Who is with us. | 


Peace through His Power to Protect and Provide 
forevery need. We are always “Under His Wings” 
and therefore safe; -My God shall supply all your 
need through riches of grace in Christ Jesus. 


It is Peace That Passes Understanding. Many of 
God’s richest and best gifts and blessings are be- 
yond our understanding. We can never understand 
God’s Love, or God’s Grace, or God’s Unspeakable 


| Gift; so we cannot understand His Wonderful 


Peace. 


We can see it illustrated in the lives of martyrs 
and missionaries, suffering and persecuted saints, 
burdened and bereaved Christians of all ages. We 
can see it triumphantly holding sway over God’s 
children under the most trying and varied ex- 
periences of life. 


We cannot understand it, but we can possess it, 
thanks be to our God. It can be ours it we will but 


open our hearts to receive it. 


Do you have it? Have you thanked Him for it? 


Do you have it not? Will you not ask Him ag aT 


Remember, it is the gift of His love. —J 


The Bible In Mission Lands. By Mildred Cable 
and Francesa French. Published by The Fleming 
H. Revel Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
li, N. Y. Price $1.50. A thrilling story of the 
Bible throughout the world and how it had thrown 
light into the darkest corners. It is a revealing 
story for missionaries and a deep well of encour- 
agement for all who are concerned with pro- 
pagating the Bible. 


After C. T. Studd. By Norman P. Grubb. Pub- 
lished by The Zondervan Book House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. In this volume the 
author tells how in crisis and calamity God heard 
the faith-founded prayers of His children. 


The Apostle John. By W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
Published by William B. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. A _ re- 
bublication of the great English preacher’s studies 
01 the Apostle John and his works. A book in- 


i to be of help to those who preach and 
ch, 


' My Sermon Notes On Parables And Metaphors. 
y W. P, Van Wyk. Published by Baker’s Book 
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Headquarters for 
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Communion Sets: Altar Ap- 
pointments « Altar Brass Goods 


+ 
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ON REQUEST 


Store, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. Price $1.50. Models 


of the highest type of expository preaching. Written 
in precise and pungent language. 


My Sermon Notes On John’s Gospel. By Rev. W. 
P. Van Wyk. Published by Baker’s Book Store, 
Grand Rapids, Mich, Price $1.50. Twenty-four 
outlines on the Gospel of John. They represent 
excellent exegetical preaching by one who served 
as a minister in the Christian Reformed Church 
for forty years. 


Broadly Speaking. By <A. Bard. Published by 
The Lutheran Literary Board, Burlington, Iowa. 
Price $1.00. Contents: 1. Lost Visions, 2. The 
Guiding Light, 3. The Dawn of Tomorrow, 4. 
Fiction of the Dust, 5. Through A Glass Darkly, 
6. The Mystic Ray, 7. The Pearl, 8. The Advent, 9. 
Transition. 


The Bible Basis of Missions. By R. H. Glover, 
M. D. Published by The Bible House of Los 
Angelés, 927 S. W. Moreland Avenue, Los Angeles 
6, Calif, Price $1.75. Here the author shows that 
the Church has always had its strongest influence 
upon social and political problems when it held 
and propagated the Biblical doctrines of redemp- 
tion and reconciliation and has given itself to the 
task of bringing the individual soul into new life 
through Jesus Christ the Savior and Lord. The 


author has had a long and fruitful ministry as a 


missionary in foreign lands. He has seen himself 
how the Biblical method of missions works. His 
interpre at of the Word of God are clear and 
ogical. 


Comfort To Spare. By J. K. Van Baalen. Pub- 
lished by William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. Twenty-four brief 
expositions of Scripture on the general subject of 
comfort. The author writes out of personal exper- 


-jence having suffered the loss of his son in the 


recent war. 


Beacon Lights of Grace. By Richard Ellsworth 
Day. Published by William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. A. skilful 
delineation of characters used by God’s grace. 


The Practical Use of The Greek New Testament. 
By Kenneth S. Wuest. Published by The Moody 
Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. Price 
$2.00. A book designed to bring new shades of 
meaning to familiar texts. A book for ministers 
young and old. An inspiration for expository 
preaching, 


Bible Puzzle Cutouts, Book No. 1. By Vernon 
Howard. Published by The Van Kampen Press, 
Press, 542 South Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, IIl. 
Price 50 cents. : 
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Christianity 


By Rev. John W. Currie* 


“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life; and they are they which testify 
of Jno. 5:39. 


You, the people of this congregation, have called © 


this man to be your pastor, and this commission of 
Presbytery is about to install him. It is my as- 
signment to preach the sermon and, later, in the 
absence of a member of the commission, to charge 
the congregation. 


Surely you called this man because you know him 
to be a preacher. That is as it ought to be; for it 
will be his primary duty to preach the whole gospel. 
He is expected to visit the flock, especially the 
sick and the distressed to the end that he may have 
opportunity to teach the gospel and to offer its 
promise and comfort to those in need. His message 
is to be the good news of pardon, of life and sal- 
vation from that Great Shepherd of the sheep, who 
has enjoined it that the scriptures be searched be- 
cause they testify of Him. 


On this special occasion let us not take the time 
to expound this text, although most preaching 
ought to be expository, but let us use it to give 
direction in our inquiry into the matter of what 
preaching is about. Here it is not unreasonable 
to pause and inquire. What is the commission of 
the church in general and of this congregation in 
particular, and What is the lawful subject matter 
of its preaching? It is neither unfair nor untrue to 
answer that the official task of the church is to 
proclaim, declare and publish the gospel, the 
preacher’s particular office being that of interpre- 
ter. On the ground of the absolute truth of the 
gospel, the church including the preacher is to 
persuade men to believe the gospel and accept the 
salvation it offers. The Spirit, the Holy Spirit, 
and the Bible, the church, say come; and let him 
that heareth say come; and let him that is athirst 
come, and whosoever will, let him come and take of 
the water of life freely. 


The subject matter of all true preaching is 
Christianity. In the interest of truth let us be sure 
to understand what is really meant by the name 
Christianity. It is not ‘‘a way of life’’; it is a cause 
of a better way of life. It certainly is not a set of 
loose maudlin platitudes to soothe the discomforts 
of the poor, or to quiet the fears of the guilty, or 
to display in evidence of our worthiness of ap- 
proval. It is not a philosophy to satisfy the gym- 
nastics of intellect; nor is it a theory of good con- 
duct for personal and social betterment. Chris- 
tianity is a system of historical facts together with 
the good and the necessary inferences therefrom. 


Christianity, this system of objective facts, is 
often mentioned in the scripture as “The Faith.” 
The personal belief in the absolute truth in an 
irreducible minimum of these facts is called 
faith, A minimum of confidence in the integrity 
and authority of the Christ of Christianity is neces- 
sary to the salvation, security and life of immortal 
souls. Hence, the urgency of the high office of the 
preacher to persuade men, and to administer the 
sacraments to those who believe. The ruling elders, 
the deacons and the members of the congregation 


are bound by the strongest obligation of right t 
support the preaching by their presence, by guard. 
ing its purity, by personal] attention and by purse. 


A brief examination of the fundamental facts of 
Christianity must serve as the outline of this ser. 
mon, and of the preaching during this pastorate, 
and of all true preaching. These facts are: 


1. There is one, only one, sovereign unchange. 
able personal God who is Creator, Preserver and 
Governor of all things. His personal attributes and 
moral excellencies are infinite and steadfast. He 
has the inherent right to rule and does rule and 
govern all His creatures and all their actions. The 
inexorable laws of nature are His wise and power. 
ful rules of action and orderly arrangement in all 
created things. The moral laws His expressions of 


~ right in the prescribed modes of. action, thinking 


and feelings and choices in the minds of His jp- 
telligent creatures. He has authority .to command 
and reward, power to prohibit and punish. He does 
His pleasure everywhere and always; there is none 


to stay His hand, or say to Him, What doest thou? 


The governing principle of His action is His own 
integrity, the only standard of right. We belong to 
Him and are answerable to Him for the manner in 
which we exercise His gift of freedom of choice 
to us. 


2. The fact of sin. Creature man is involved in 
sin, man is a sinner. Man is in a state of non- 
conformity with God. By nature he rather enjoys 
doing things which he knows God disapproves and 
prohibits. He enjoys life and other good gifts from 
God without gratitude. He mistreats God’s other 
creatures, and does not like to retain God in his 
knowledge or memory because he fears Him with 
a feeling of guilt. 


Sin is a great problem to men, how to escape its 
consequences. It is frightfully deflating to the ego, 
and disturbs delusions of grandeur. It is painfully 
disillusioning to find himself entrapped in the s- 
nistral consequence of his own wrongdoing. Thus, 
when the Bible diagnoses the trouble as sin, he 3s 
inclined to resent it as a slander and to question 
che truthfulness of the author. Or, if he hesitates 
to openly dispute the Word of Gbod, he take§ the 
dodge of denying the Bible to be God’s Word. Per- 
haps that explains the vastness of modernism’ 
effort to destroy the belief in plenary inspiration, 
forgetting that truth, unlike an election in a de- 
mocracy, does not depend on majority opinion of 
the moment. | 


The fact of sin is with us; and its problem of 
guilt we cannot solve. It must be solved for us, 
we perish. 


Sin is a problem to God. His holy law has been 
broken and so, according to His infinite and un- 
compromising justice, the penalty must be es 
cuted. But He can have no pleasure in the deat 
of His creature, for His attribute of loving- 
kindness is as infinitely uncompromising an a 
changeable as His justice. ‘Hence sin creates the 
problem of the suggestion of conflict between na 
infinite and unchangeable attributes of the Eterna 
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j. His justice demands death; His loving- 
dness demands salvation; compromise is im- 
»ssible. The solution of this problem, a mystery 
» finite minds, is revealed in the history of re- 
iemption. By faith we know that a willing and ac- 
ceptable substitute was provided to keep the law 
an 

E And that cardinal truth of the gospel which 
we may believe and live, or reject and die in our 
own sins. 

3 The Bible is true, in whole and in part. God 
This revelation includes authentic information 
about His good character, His plans and purposes 
with reference to man. The Bible is His written 
word, given by inspiration, preserved by His good 
rovidence; and it is true, thoroughly reliable and 
believable. Its truth is not contingent on, or in 
any. Way affected by, our opinion about it. Our 
business is to find out what it says and what it Is 
intended to mean. Any mere haggling criticism of 


G0 
kin 


joubt or unbelief in what it clearly says is an im- | 


yrtinence tantamount to an attack on the in- 
terity and truthfulness of its author. Necessary 
preparation to all true preaching is the knowledge 
and belief, the assumption that the Bible is the 
vty Word of God, the only rule of faith and 


practice. 


The truth of the Bible is of the utmost import- 2 


ance and of vital interest because it is the sure 
Word of God about His plan of redemption. It as- 
sures us Of the eternal and unchangeable character 
and steadfast purpose of God and unfolds His sure 
promise to save mankind by a Redeemer. 


4, The theme of the Bible is God’s revealed 


plan of redemption. According to the Bible God 
gave a sure promise to Abraham; and through 
him to mankind to save all who believe Him by a 
redeemer, the Redeemer being the chief person in 
the history of His people. As the promise and plan 
of its fulfilment unfolds in the scripture, it appears 
with assurance that the Redeemer is a person both 
acceptable and willing to redeem. The redeemer of 
mankind is the eternal Son of God and our Saviour 
of all who believe Him. “‘This is His (God’s) com- 
mandment, That we should believe on the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ.”? I John 3:23. The Deity of 
Christ is a fundamental fact of Christianity; and 
His person and work is the chief topic of all tru 

preaching. 


5. The Bible narrates that Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Master, was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. That is an historical 
fact and a fundamental truth of Christianity. Its 
truth is not altered by failure to accept it on the 
testimony of the scripture. A “biological impossi- 
bility?” I wouldn’t say that! That does not dis- 
play real “education,” nor confidence in the Bible 
sufficient to preach it to others. You seem to have 
confidence in the laws of biology; who made them! 
This fact is addressed to your confidence in a per- 
son's truthfulness, perhaps, rather than to your 
education in biology. The cow eats grain and grass 
and produces nice rich milk for baby and me; 
while the geese eat the same kind of grain and 
grass to produce white down for our pillows. Are 
you a scientist or biochemist of sufficient educa- 
lon to explain the mystery of the products? This 
Sa problem of science; the virgin birth of Christ 
8 an historical fact of Christianity, which is a 
‘ystem of assumptions, basic facts, as_ self- 


‘nsistent and harmonious as any system of most 


nearly exact sciences. 
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been pleased to reveal Himself in the Bible.- 
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The zeal and persistence of antichrist preaching 
in the church is as difficult of appreciation as that 
of Nazi propaganda within a democracy. But the 
way of the fifth column is hard. 


The eternal Son of God took upon Himself the 
form, an actual body and rational soul of man, 
with real human nature, apart from sin, thus hu- 
miliating Himself, stooping to our level for a time, 
by being born of a virgin. Thus He became God 


- Iinearnate, our sympathizing priest, Saviour and 


substitute. 


6. Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, is our 
willing and acceptable Substitute. He obeyed the 
law for us even in the temptation in the wilderness. 


And being Himself without sin, He suffered death 


as a penalty, not for His but our sin. Thus He kept 
the law for us, both actively and passively, will- 
ingly and satisfactorily. Being dead, He was laid 
in a borrowed tomb. 


7. On the third day, He came forth from the 
dead and is alive. The resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead is the best attested fact of history. The 
proof does not require time to re-examination here. 
Suffice it to say it is true and a source of comfort 
to those who mourn for loved ones under the 
shadow of death. 


8. After His resurrection of our Lord, He went 
back to the Father where He now is. Legally and 
actually, He is still our representative, our at- 
torney, in the court of heaven. Paul tells us, in 
Heb. 2:9, that He was crowned with glory and 
honor, in order that He by the grace of God should 
taste death for every man. With due reverence let 
us say that He is now acting as our defense 
counsel in that court where we have a bad case. 
The charge is sin against God. Our counsel pleads 
guilty for us, but asks for full pardon from the 
death penalty on the ground of His own substitu- 
tionary death for us. And the marks of His death 
for us are in His hands. Is that not what John 
means when he says: “We have an advocate with 
the Father?” 


9. He is coming back again. I do not know the 
day nor hour; neither do you; but He is coming 
this time, not as a suffering servant, but as the 
judge, to set all things in order. In that great day, 
dreadful to unbelievers, but so welcome to all who 
believe in Him, we are told that every eye shall 
see Him, even those who pierced Him; but all will 
confess that He is the Christ and altogether trust- 
worthy. 


The plea of this hour is for the preaching, the 
hearing and support and belief of the gospel of 
Christianity as the absolute truth that can and will 
set man free. “Search the scriptures, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they 
which testify of me.” 


*Winnsboro, La. 
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CALL TO PRAYER 


Recent events in our Southern Presbyterian Church have demonstrated again the power of prayer, Many 
of our members have been praying that our beloved Church might be revived in its spiritual life, and obtain 
a new vision that would enable it to cast aside selfish, man-made plans, and speak from the heart thoy 
words used by Paul on the road to Damascus: “Lord, what wilt THOU have me to do?” 


We can see evidence of an awakening, especially among the laymen. This is demonstrated in persong 
evangelism and a more active interest in-church matters in many places. But, Christian Friends, this js 
only a beginning. Let us not become complacent. Many vital problems will confront our Church during 
the next two years. They must be solved according to God's plan or our Church will cease to exist as q 
part of the great Body of Christ. 7 


We have the promise of Jesus that: “Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive,” 
There is reprinted in this issue of The Journal a “Covenant of Loyalty and Prayer.” Many consecrated 
Christians in our Southern Presbyterian Church have already joined in this Covenant. Will you, dear 
reader, unite your voice with ours? May God give you grace to read and sign our Covenant. 


RICHARDSON AYRES, 
Elder in First Presbyterian Church, 
Alexandria, Louisiana. 


COVENANT OF LOYALTY AND PRAYER 


I. Humbled by the recognition of the presence of error and sin in our Church, ‘and our share 
of responsibility therefor, we dedicate ourselves to the task of rebuilding our Church pure in doc. 
trine, in life, and uncompromising witness to the saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


II. We affirm our loyalty to the following convictions: (a) The entire trustworthiness of the Word 
of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice; (b) The Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; (c) The full Deity 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, involving the fact of His Virgin Birth, His substitutionary atonement to 
satisfy divine justice, His mighty works and miracles as recorded in the New Testament, His 
bodily resurrection, and His sure return in power and glory. 


Ill. We are opposed at present to organic union with the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America because there is a marked difference in the two churches as to the interpretc- 
tion and administration of the standards. 


IV. We covenant together to stand for these principles and to pray daily and especially every 
Saturday night for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon our Church in a mighty revival. ' 


Name. 
Address 

(town and state) 
Church 1 | 
Office held (if any) 


This covenant has been published: at the request of a group of laymen of our Church (Presby- 
terian U. S.) After signing please mail to Continuing Church Committee, care The Southern Pres: 


byterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. Additional copies of this Covenant will be mailed without 
cost. 
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Re-union The 


By Randolph B. Lee“ 
Patrick, S. C. 


‘For the past two years the writer has become 


increasingly interested in the Proposed Re-union— 


of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., with the Presby- 
trian Church, U.S.A. During that time I have 
read every article on this subject, pro and con, 
that I could get my hands on. I have corresponded 
with earnest, conscientious members of the 
Southern Church from one end of that Church’s 
territory to the other. 


In the full and complete light afforded by this 
two years of study, I do not hesitate to say, that 
the most harmful force at work in our Church 
today, is this continued agitation for Union with 
the Northern Church. A comparatively few willful 
men seem to have adopted a new variation of the 
id saying, “Rule or Ruin.” Their policy seems to 
he “Re-union or Ruin.” 


So far the war has been confined to a more 
or less bitter exchange of articles in our church 
papers, and a few heated exchanges on the floor 
of our General Assembly. That phase of “The 
War of Nerves” is now ended. Our last General 
Assembly, acting at the request of the Committee 
on Co-operation and Union, has sent down to the 
Church, without prejudice, for study and com- 


ment, a Revision of the Voluminous Plan of 1943. 


From a study of this Plan it would appear that 
the Committee is still far afield. Some of the pro- 
posals in the Revised Plan are frankly ridiculous. 
Some, when we consider the peace and harmony 
of our Church, border on the malicious. 


Let us consider one of the proposals coming 
under the first head. In the 1943 Plan, the Nation 


was divided into six regions. Two of these lay 


wholly in the territory now occupied by the 
Southern Church, four in that of the Northern 
Church. We were told that this was done to insure 
representation on the various Boards and Councils 
by the smaller Southern Church. In the “Revision” 
the Regional Plan is still retained, but is changed 
so that the Synods of the Southern Church are 
scattered over four (4) of the eight (8) regions. 
The question of representation for the Southern 
Church, such as it was, seems to have been lost in 
the shuffle. | | 


; Then along the same line let us consider the 
General Council’? question. At different times in 
the past, men wise in the science of government, 
have warned that we can become “over-governed.” 
he proposed plan of Re-union, as revised, cer- 
tainly will furnish enough government to suit the 
most TiCaRe- In addition to the regular courts 
of the Chiirch, the General Assembly, the Synods. 
the Presbyteries, and the Church Sessions, we are 


to have literally hundreds of General Councils. 


ach of these will possess more or less rather 
poorly defined authority. You question this? Well, 
look in the Plan. The General Assembly is to start 
with its own big “General Council.” Then each of 
the eight regions is to set up a “General Council” 
to manage affairs within its borders. Next each 


Synod is to have its “General Council’’ to manage 
things synodical. And lastly each of the Presby- 
teries is to have a ‘*‘General Council’? to manage 
affairs within its borders. At least this can be 
said, if Union does come, we will be in no danger 
of suffering from a dearth of management. 


Now I am ready to discuss one of the proposals 
contained in this plan, which border on the ‘“‘ma- 
licious.”’ 


I am speaking of the section supposed to protect 
the property rights of individual Churches. To be 
exact, this is Section 9 on Page 15 of the ‘“Con- 
current Declarations.’”’ This section starts off with 
the statement that property rights of individual 
Churches are to be respected. This sounds fine, 
but read on. According to this plan each indi- 
vidual Church will go into the Re-united Church 
if Union is voted. Then within one year a congre- 
gational meeting may be called. If, voting by se- 
cret ballot, three-fourths of those present_may take 
the Church out of the Re-united Church. At least 
that is what I think happens, but the plan is not 
very specific as to what happens to the Church. 
Now does the Church which votes by a three- 
fourths majority to come out of the Re-united 
Church retain its property? Well, let’s see. Here 
is the next step that is provided in the Plan. The 
Presbytery is called on to make “An equitable ad- 
justment or apportionment of the interests of the 
majority and the minority in relation to the prop- 
erty of the Church and of the Church at large.” 
Of all the cleverly worded documents that I have 
ever read, this paragraph easily goes to the head 
of the class, Let’s break it down and analyze it. 


1. The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., provides that Union with another Church 
can be effected only in the following way. Para- 
graph 168(2) Book of Church Order: “By the ad- 
vice and consent of three-fourths of the Presby- 
teries.”’ And yet the Committee on Union with 
full knowledge of this constitutional requirement 
has deliberately reversed the process. While the 
Constitution requires a “three-fourths” affirma- 
tive vote to carry the Church into Union, they set 
up for an individual Church the requirement that 
“three-fourths” must vote to stay out of Union. 


2. The Plan does not recognize the well known 
precept that “The majority of a body expresses the 
will of that body.’”? No, a Church, which by the 
overwhelming majority of three to one, votes to 
stay out, finds itself in the predicament of having 
its ‘property divided between the majority and the 
minority. And pray tell me how this is to be done? 
Will one side take the roof and the other the rest 
of the building? Or will the use of the building be 
apportioned on a time basis? In any event the re- 
sulting bickering and disputes will certainly wreck 
that unit of the Church of God. But perhaps the 
proponents of union do not care what happens to 
any individual Church which refuses to see eye to 
eye with them in their fanatical determination to 
a and submerge the Presbyterian Church. 
U. S. 
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3. But even this is not all! Here 


if it is. According to the ‘‘Plan” 


Union, the Church stays in. 


4. Then again, what happens to the minister of 
that Church if it succeeds in mustering enough 
votes to stay out of the Re-union? Remember that 
the minister is not a member of the Church, but 
carries his membership in the Presbytery. And if 
he says that he will stay with his Church, what 


happens to his interest in the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund? 


5. Then besides the above what happens to the 
property of Presbyteries and Synods? And who is 
to say that we will not have entire Presbyteries 
and even whole Synods voting against Re-union? 


is another 
cleverly concealed joker, Let us suppose a Church 
with three hundred members. It is possible for 
nineteen members to carry that Church into the 
union against the wishes of the other two hundred 
and eighty-one. You will say at first glance that 
the above assertion is preposterous. Well let’s see 
... “One-fourth 
of the tommunicant members shall be a quorum.” 
In the case of this Church, seventy-five members 
will constitute a quorum for business. And if 
nineteen of that seventy-five vote in favor of 


Taken by and large this so-called protection of 
the. property of individual Churches will be the 
greatest breeder of hatreds and dissentions that 
our Church has ever seen. 


It is time, and high time at that, for the pro- 
ponents of Re-union to open their eyes and realize 
the havoc their persistence is going to work, They 
may be determined, and from the way they haye 
continued year in and year out to keep this ques. 
tion alive, it would seem that they are. But there 
are countless thousands of good, conscientioys 
church members who are just as determined that 
they will not go into this Re-union. | 


So what will we get by the continuance of this 
Re-union discussion? A lot of argument, much 
hard feeling, and some ill-will, all very bad for 
the Church. And if these gentlemen finally suc. 
ceed in consummating Re-union with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church, the very most they will do, 
is to seriously weaken the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. For despite them we will always have a 
Southern Presbyterian Church. Remember that! 


*Ruling Elder in the First Presbyterian Church 
at Cheraw, S. C 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Aug. 24: Wise 
Words Concerning Honesty 


Scripture: II Samuel 24:18-25; Proverbs 3:3: 
11:1, 3; 12:17-22; 14:5; 20:10; 23:10-11; Matthew 
5:37. Devotional Reading: Proverbs 13:7-15. 


A man must be honest with himself; honest with 
his fellow-men; honest with God. There are men 
who pride themszlves because of their strict 
honesty in one direction, who are oblivious of their 
duty in some other sphere of their lives. “Will a 
man rob God’’? asks the prophet, and goes on to 
show the reality and consequences of such attempt- 
ed robbery. The man who tries to rob God really 


robs himself: there are many people who cheat — 


themselves out of untold wealth of character, and 
of rich rewards. 


A man must be honest in his thoughts, his words, 
his deeds. There must be no deception hidden 
within the heart. All things are naked and open 
unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 
When God looks us through and through, does He 
find any secret duplicity which perhaps does not 
reveal itself to the eyes of our fellow-men? 


As our Devotional Reading suggests, our wealth 
should be wealth of character rather than material 
possessions—for a man may be rich in this world’s 
goods, and have nothing, while he may be poor in 
these things and be rich toward God. Like the 
early Christians he may have nothing and yet 
possess all things. Then our wealth must be ob- 
oe in proper ways, not “by vanity,” but “by 
abour. 


Our Scripture Selections cover many forms of 
honesty, and overlap in their teaching. 


David’s Honesty With God: II Samuel 24:18-25, 
“Neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the 
Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothing. 


On account of David’s sin in numbering the 
people a plague had come upon the land. David, 
directed by Gad the seer and prophet, had been 
told to erect an altar unto the Lord in the 
threshing-floor of Araunah. When he came to 
purchase the floor, Araunah offered to give him 
the floor, and the oxen, and the threshing instru- 
ments for fuel, but David answered in the words 
quoted above. : 


Are we as honest with God as David was? We 
have our Self-denial Offerings for Foreign Mis- 
sions, but how many of us give unto the Lord that 
which has cost us nothing—like the rich casting 
into the treasury—we give of our abundance, and 
there is no self-denial involved. The widow gavé 
little—but it was all her living for that day; It 
cost her something. In our service in the church, 
do we just do the part that is convenient—that sults 
us—or do we sacrifice—do something that 1s in 
convenient and costly. Let us examine ourselves— 
we preachers, as well as others—and see sg 
we are being honest with God. We have known 0 
peoplé who gave away Christmas gifts which meant 
nothing to them, which they were glad to get out 
of the way, and got the credit for truly Siving. 
Are we tempted to give to the Lord something 
which we care nothing about, or which “has cost us 
nothing’’? 
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Write Truth Upon Our Heart: Proverbs 3:3. 
The only way to be thoroughly honest is to have 
+ stamped upon our souls. “They are good all the 
way through,” said a boy on the train with his 
hasket of apples for sale. If truth is written upon 
the table of our heart, we need have no fear 
about our hands going wrong. 


A False Balance, or a Just Weight: Proverbs 
11:1, 8. We sing about ‘“God’s eye being on the 


sparrow’; do we realize that His all-seeing eye is | 


sah our scales? A man who is guided by integrity 
will never let his “balances,” (scales), get out of 


order. “Upright men are guided by their honesty; 


But faithless men are ruined by their crookedness.”’ 
(Am. Trans.) It pays to be honest: not always in 
October, but always in Eternity. 


Truthful Lips and a Lying Tongue: Proverbs 
12:17-22. Truthfulness pays because it is per- 
manent: “The truthful lip shall endure forever; 
but the lying tongue is but. for a moment.” Hitler’s 
lying, about which he boasted so loudly, did not 
last long. But the best thing about truthfulness is 
that it pleases God: “‘Lying lips are an abomina- 
tin to the Lord, but those who deal truly are 
lis delight.” No wonder the wise man exhorts us 
to, “buy the truth, and sell it not.” 


A Truthful Witness: Proverbs 14:5. Perjury is 
very common these days, as it was in Solomon’s 
day, and in the day when our Lord was tried. “A 
dishonest witness breathes out lies.” It is hard 
to get “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth,” on the witness stand. 


Divers (diverse) Weights and Divers Measures: 
Proverbs 20:10. (Heb. “‘A stone and a stone,” “fan 
ephah”). One kind to buy with and another to sell 


with, This sort of ‘“double-dealing” is an abomi- 


nation unto the Lord. Not only in business, but in 
other ways. Do we ever weigh ourselves in one 
balance, and our brother in another? Do we ever 
measure ourselves by one yardstick, while we use 
another to measure our fellow-men? Do we see 
the mote in our brother’s eye, but not the beam in 
our own? Business men are not the only ones who 
have diverse weights and measures. 


_Widows and orphans: Proverbs 23:10-11. We 
like the translation of these two verses in the 
American Translation. 


“Remove not the widow’s landmark, 
Nor enter the fields of orphans; 
For their Champion is strong, 


And he will defend their cause 
against you.” 


It is a great consolation to know that widows 
and orphans have the Lord on their side, for 
wicked men think that they are an easy mark for 
their covetousness. Recently we read in the 
Reader’s Digest of the many modern “Rackets” 
which have these two classes as their prey. Soon 
after the funeral these robbers of widows and 
phans make their appearance. 


_ But it is not a modern “Racket’’: it was common 
in Jesus’ day and called forth His scathing denuci- 
ation of those who devour widow’s houses and for 
4 pretense make long prayers. Here is hypocrisy at 
tg Worst. To remove the widow’s landmark was to 
change the boundary line of her property: to enter 


the fields of orphans was to deprive them of their 


inheritance. To rob and cheat anyone is a terrible 
sin: to rob and cheat defenseless women and 
children makes it even more heinous. 


We pride ourselves on our Orphanages today, and 
our care for the unfortunate, but do we think as 
much as we should of those who are practically 
“orphans”— the neglected children who roam our 
streets, forgotten until some case comes up in our 
juvenile court? There are so many children in 
these days whose parents are too busy, too care- 
less, or too ignorant and sinful to care for their 
own children, The crime wave begins in the cradles 
of those who are unwanted and uncared-for. Are 
we causing these “little ones” to stumble? Are we 
doing all we can to bring them to their Savior? 


Honest in Speech: Matthew 5:37. “Yea, Yea,” 
and “‘Nay, Nay.’? We have many fancy names for 
lies, and call some of them, ‘‘White Lies’; but they 
reg black in the sight of God—an abomination 
to Him, 


Much of our speech today is punctuated with 
profanity or near-profanity, for many of our most 
common and ordinarily used ‘“‘by-words” have a 
profane, unclean, or suggestive origin. Why do we 
have to put in all these superfluous and meaningless 
words? They certainly add nothing to the beauty of 
our speech. To exaggerate is to be dishonest in 
speech. Much modern “propaganda” is nothing but 
dishonesty of the worst sort. God give us honest 
tongues! 


= 


_ Lesson For Aug. 31: Wise 
Words About Work 


Scripture: Proverbs 6:6-11; 10:4-5; 13:4; 18:9; 
19:15; 22:29; 24:30-34; 26:13-16; 27:23-27; Ec- 
clesiastes 5:12. Devotional Reading: James 1:19-25. 


_ There are different sorts of work: work which 
we do for our own good; work which we do for 
our community, state, or nation; work which we 


do for God. The Christian should do all his work 


for the glory of God—whether we eat or drink or 
whatever we do. 


James, in our Devotional Reading, is speaking of 
our being “doers of the word,” ‘fa doer of the 
work.” God’s Word is to be “done,” not simply 
heard. We are to be “swift to hear,” in order that 
we may be “eager to do.’’ We are blessed in our 
deeds. As John Bunyan puts it: “The hard part is 
the ‘practick part’! But it is the “‘practice part” 
that pays dividends, both in this life and in the 
life to come. 


Our Scripture selections, mostly from the Book 
of Proverbs, deal with all kinds of work. There 
are word-pictures for the children, and some deeper 
teaching for the older ones; but we can enjoy the 
pictures as much as the philosophy. 


Learning from the Ants: Proverbs 6:6-11. Most 
of us have been bothered at times by ants. How 
busy they are! There does not seem to be a slacker 
or a sluggard in the whole bunch, Have we ever 
watched them work? Have noticed their persever- 
ance? How they will keep on trying, even though 
the bit of bread or bug is many times their size, 
and if at first they do not succeed, they will “try, 


try, again’? 
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Solomon on his throne was not too big to learn 
a lot of wisdom from the smallest of animals and 
insects. These ants have no chief, no officer, or 
ruler—no “boss” to draw a big salary and tell 
them what to do—yet they get their work done; 
“she secures her food in the Summer.” | 


In contrast to these wise, forward-looking ants, 
there are men who are too lazy, too fond of sleep, 
to make any provision for the future: poverty and 
want will come to such “sluggards.’” One of our 
great social and economic problems is the problem 


not eat.’’ 
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of the sluggish, lazy man, who would rather sleep Montreat, N. C. mit 
than work. thi 
Slack or Diligent Hands: Proverbs 10:4-5. Our a 
hands were made for work; not to lie folded in 
our laps. Much of the poverty of the world is due P 
to the fact that there are many men who are too eee eS ppreciate’ We see fields like ul 
roud to work with their Rewer. (We saw this all cs 7 every day. A well-kept farm is a most e 
the sopalled beautiful sight, but the field of the sluggard igs an de’ 
irl that country. The “coolie” and | 
s everywhere. Is it not a pity 
“ve te that man has allowed the fertile soil to wash 
Who is the wise The man who reaps, or the pre. 
man who sleeps? dt 
Let us remember that The Carpenter of Nazareth __ What is the explanation? What does the philo- : 
e siu , a little folding o ands to 
Who * Satisfied? Proverbs 13:4. “The sluggard sleep.” | 03 
craves, but gets nothing.” Most men have a desire : 3 
for things that will satisfy their souls. But these Portrait of a Sluggard: Proverbs 26:13-16. We n 
cravings, these desires, these “day-dreams” and have seen his farm; now let us look at the owner. m 
“air castles,’ come to nought because they will not There is always something to frighten a lazy man th 
diligently use the means at their disposal for the —to keep him from his duties: it is too hot or too st 
accomplishment of their “dreams.” Joseph was a. cold, too wet or too dry: there is “a roaring beast \ 
“dreamer,” but Joseph took advantage of every on the road, a lion in the streets.” . 
opportunity God gave him until his dreams came 
true. Much of the restlessness and strife of today When does a door turn on its hinges? Only when di 
is caused by those who “‘desire,”’ but who are too someone or something turns it, When does a slug- 
improvident to have their desires satisfied. ‘The gard turn on his bed? Only when his wife or some- 
desire of the diligent is richly supplied.” one awakes him and makes him move. be 
The ‘Slacker’ Destroys: Proverbs 18:9, We Did you ever see a man too lazy to eat? We ; 
have heard a great deal in recent years about have his picture here! He buries his hand in the W 
They not a dish and is too “weary” to raise it to his mouth 
ere common in Solomon’s time. e man who is again. | 
slack in his work is a brother to the man who Biss 
destroys (wastes). Our whole economic system is There is no use remonstrating with him for, 
staggering because of the slackers and destroyers “The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than , 
—brothers indeed! Millions are starving, millions seven men that can render a reason’”’ (vs. 16). 
more on the verge of revolution because much of ‘ 
what God has given us has been wasted, some A Good Provider: Proverbs 27:23-27. We pray, , 
deliberately destroyed to keep prices high, some “Give us this day our daily bread,” and we help f 
destroyed by war and its consequences. Wasting to answer our own prayers when we look well to 
and oh ae have brought the world to the our flocks and herds, Isaac prospered, and it Mee : 
verge of famine! God Who made him prosper, but Isaac was a g00 et 
Hbager: Profetbs 19:15. There he took care of his flocks, herds 
are always those who are idle even when work is grain. God is The Great Provider, but - “gate ce fi 
plentiful, because “‘slothfulness casts into a deep t 
sleep.” Our hearts bleed for hungry people, especi- believers. Neglect is no sign of faith. We vided : 
ally the children, but is not much of the hunger trust God, and keep our household well ~~ P 
of the world due to idleness? “An idle soul shall for by being diligent. A living faith is not a ay @ | 
suffer hunger”; “If a man will not work, let him a: 


Diligence Promotes men: Proverbs 22:29. While 
some men owe their promotion to ‘“wire-pulling’’ 
and what we so flippantly call “luck,” these words 
of the wise man are still true: “seest thou a man 
diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings: 
he shall not stand before mere men.” There is 
still recognition and appreciation for the hard 
worker; there is yet “room at the top” for the 
faithful and industrious employee. 


_ The Laborer’s Sleep: Ecclesiastes 5:12. The sleep 
of the laborer is far removed from the sleep 0 
the lazy man. The sleep of the laboring man 3 
sweet. One of the most delightful results of getting 
tired is to know the luxury of sound slumber. Who 
are the ones who have insomnia? “The surfeit of 
the rich allows him no sleep. Idleness and rich f00 
have robbed him of sweet rest, “Rest? Finish thy 
work, then rest; Till then, rest never. The rest 
prepared for thee by God, Is rest forever.” ' 


4 
| 
4 
is 
Sar 


1947 


OL 


jug. 1, 1947 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 13 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Aug. 24: Don't Get Run Over 


Introduction 


Recently I was called to task by a radio an- 
souncer in my town because of the way a certain 
minister had criticised his program. In the program 
this announcer, from the north, had sat down with 
, southern lady and she had fixed him a mint 
juli. He drank it slowly and described for his 
radio audience the sensation of his first mint 
julip. He was later criticised by a minister and he 
rame to me to defend himself. Here was his 


jefense, What do you think of it? 


He said, “‘Preacher, I am interested in building 

wp the better elements in this town and I would 
never do anything to hurt any yourg person. I 
would not think of going out behind the barn and 
inking from a whiskey bottle, but I can see no 
harm in drinking a sociable cocktail with cultured 
people.’ 


There we have it. No person in his right mind 
ean deny what whiskey has done, but rather than 
eal it sin and say what it does we will bring it 
into the culture of a fine home, call it a cocktail, 
make it a part of the best of life, and only condemn 
the poor devil who is mastered by it. This is the 
subtle reasoning of fifty million drinkers in 
America today. You will not be able to go any- 
where without being served with cocktails and 
you will be continually invited into the bar for a 
drink. What are we going to do about it? 


As Christians we must do two things: we must 
bear a strong Christian testimony against alcohol 
in all its forms by keeping entirely away from it 
inany and all its forms, and as Christian citizens 
we must begin to insist that our government do 
certain things. Let’s see these things. 


I, For The Christian Witness 


1. Know the Nature of Alcohol. Proverbs 20:1. 
Many people today are telling us that all normal 
people can drink in moderation and that those who 
become excessive drinkers or alcoholics are ab- 
normal people whose nerves have got the best of 
them, and that usually the alcoholic is a brilliant 
person. Remember that the Word of God is full 
of love and sympathy for the alcoholic, but he 
says that anybody who is deceived by alcohol is 
not wise, he is a sap who thought he could take 
fire to his bosom and not be burned. 


ll. Know the Fruits of Alcohol. (a) Poverty. 
Proverbs 23:19-21. Nothing leads to the complete 
dissolution of everything valuable for a man like 
alcohol. (b) Despair. Proverbs 23:31-32. Many 
myths about aleohol need to be exploded—Alcohol 
S not a stimulant, it has no food value. It is 
imply a habit forming drug that breaks down the 
body, mind, and spirit. It can lead only to despair. 


lll. Separate from Alcohol. I Cor. 6:19-20. 


Qur bodies are the Lord’s; therefore anything that | 


loes not glorify the Lord and point men to Christ 
48no place in our lives, One drink of alcohol, just 
the amount in a cocktail will decrease our physical 


‘oordination 35 percent and make us dangerous 


on the road, and so numb in our moral judgement 
that no girl can be safe with one who has chosen 


‘to be controlled by the lower levels as a beast 


rather than by the higher levels as a man. 
; _ For The Christian Citizen 


A real Christian can walk by a saloon on every 
corner and never go in, or a real Christian can 
be the only one at a party who is not drinking 
and never let it worry him. But for the sake of 
the weaker brother we need to lend our influences 
as citizens to stop some of the evils of this thing. 


Right here some one says that we must not 
take away the individual’s American right to be 
free to do as he pleases. When Mike came over 


from the old country Pat met him at the boat. As 


they went down the street Pat told Mike all the 
glories of a free country where men could do as 
they pleased. Mike said, “You mean I can do just 
as I please?” Pat answered yes. So Mike drew 
back and socked Pat good and hard on the nose. 
That was too much for Pat so he let Mike have it 
good and hard, and when Mike came out of the 
fog he protested that he had only acted as a 
free man doing what he pleased. Pat replied, 
“You are free, but your freedom ends where my 
nose begins.’”? Freedom stops when it endangers 
public welfare. One drink makes a man a menace 
on the highways and bad economic and public 
health risk. Society has a right to do something 
to control this enemy. Here are some things toward 
which we can work: 


1. Goverment contro] of al] alcohol. No companies 
can manufacture morphine and sell it promiscously 
to all who have the desire. Alcohol, too, is a habit 
forming drug that tears down the body. Its manu- 
facture and control should be turned over to the 
government and the profits taken out. 


2. Removal by law of the privilege of advertising. 
In our magazines, newspapers and movies we are 
told that certain men of distinction drink, and 
many other base falsehoods are spread before our 
eyes, We might just as truly have a series of ads 
on the beauties and joys of opium. 


3. Enforcement of the law. The people who 
were opposed to prohibition tell us that prohibition 
made us a nation of law breakers, but arrests for 
drunkenness have increased 145 percent since 
repeal. But in the handling of the trade and the 
drunks ruined by the trade there is still room for 
more law enforcement, impartial and thorough. 


3. Personal Work. The Alcoholics Anoymous 
have done a good work in helping the alcoholic, 
and when we examine the twelve steps of the AA 
cure we see that all of them fall right in line 
with the teaching of the Bible, though the indi- 
vidual is left to think of God in any’ vague and 
indefinite way he chooses. Also the alcoholics have 
come in contact with all too many church people 
who -are self-righteous so that an alcoholic veers 
away from rea] Christian faith. But it still remains 
that the great majority of them who benefit from 
the cure are supported by the love and prayers of 
real Christians. We ought to give ourselves to 
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personal work for the Lord Jesus with all those 
who may be alcoholics and with those who are on 
the way to becoming alcoholics, even though they 
feel they are simply normal people enjoying their 
social] drink. 


Suggestions 


This subject is so important and the material in . 
the field so vast you will have no trouble in as-. 


sembling much material on what alcohol is and 
does. Be sure to emphasize the Christian’s testi- 
mony of separation. 


Aug. 31: Honestly It's The Best Policy 
Introduction 


The problems of our day are many, varied, and 
complex, but it is uncanny how they can all be 
bottled down and found to rest for their solution 


upon the long known but little practised virtues 


that we young people ought to be cultivating in 
our everyday life. 


They tell us that the treaties drawn up by the 
nations of the world are binding for only about 
two and a half years. Truthfulness would certainly 
help us solve some of our national and international 
relationship. 


But when we go to talking that way we are 
seeking to live by such slogans as “Honesty is the 
best policy.” That is, be honest and you will get 
what you want, But we Christians need to see 


that as Christians we are to be what God want 
us to be simply because it is the will of God for 
us. We must be this whether it works out for oy 
material benefit and comfort or not. 


In Psalm 15 we have a description of a worthy 
citizen of the Kingdom of God. This description 
should fit every one of us regardless of how i 


‘seems to work in this evil and selfish generation, 


Scripture Lesson 
(Psalm 15) 
What kind of a man can dwell in the fellowship 
of the Lord? Verse 1. | 


1. One that is righteous in all his conduct, 
Verse 2a. 


2. One that is truthful in all his speech. Verse 
2b. | 


3. One that is loving in all his relationships, 
Verse 3. 


4. One that is consistent in his fellowship. Verse 
4a. 


_ 5. One that is honest in all his dealings. Verses 
4b-5. 

Suggestions 
Study this description and let the members of 


your group discuss how this description applies to 
their day by day lives in school relationships. 


The Book Isaiah (III) 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the fifteenth in the series of articles on Old Testament Instruction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


In the study of the book of Isaiah, a problem of 
paramount importance arises, It has to do with 
the identity of a figure known as the “Servant of 
the Lord.” This Servant of the Lord is mentioned 
many, times in chapters 40-66 of the prophecy, but 
in four passages the Servant stands out as the 
one who is to perform the Messianic work. These 
four passages are Isaiah 42:1-9; 49:1-18; 50:4-11 
and 52:13-53:12. In these four sections the Servant 
is set forth as a unique individual, whereas in 
other passages in Isaiah the Servant is obviously 
the people of Israel. 


The Identity of The Servant 


Our concern is primarily with the Servant of 
the four above-mentioned passages, Who is the 
personage that the Prophet intends to represent 
by this designation? There have been two principal 
interpretations. One of these may be designated 
the collective, for it understands by the Servant 
a group of people, either the nation Israel as such 
or the better part of the nation, or the prophets 
or doctors of the Law or the returned exiles. On 
the other hand there is the interpetation which 
we may designate individualistic, since it holds 
that the Servant is an individual person. Who, then 
is this person? Many are the answers that have 


been given to the question. It has been maintained 
that the Servant was Moses, Job, Jeremiah, Shesh- 
bazzar, a doctor of the Law, Isaiah, “second” 
Isaiah, an eschatological figure, and the Messiah. 
For our part, we have no hestitation in remarking 
that the Servant of the Lord is the Messiah, and 
that in these remarkable passages of Isaiah we 
reach the very pinnacle of Messianic prophecy. 


It is obvious that the Servant does not refer 
to a group of people. The collectivistic view, im 
any of its forms, is wrong, because the traits of 


the Servant are too personalized. Futhermore, : 


even if the Servant did represent a group 0 
people, it could not represent the people of Israel, 
because the description of the Servant most cer 
tainly does not apply to the people of Israel, as 
they are described in Isaiah 40-66. 


On the other hand, if the Servant does refer to 
an individual, as is the case, there is only one 
Individual to whom it can refer, namely, the 
Messiah. The description given applies to no other. 
When the Ethiopian eunuch asked Philip of whom 
the prophet speaking, 


preached unto him Jesus. Philip was right. The 
Servant of the Lord, of whom Isaiah speaks Is none 
other than Jesus Christ Himself. | 


Philip very rightly 
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The Suffering Servant 


We shall perhaps best come to an understanding 
if this fact through a brief study of the fourth 
massage in which the Servant is mentioned, the 
neat fifty third chapter of Isaiah. We must begin, 
however with 52:13, for that is the proper begin- 
ning. The passage begins and ends with the Lord 
geaking, and in both cases He declares the glorious 
yctory and exaltation of His Servant. 


“Behold, my Servant.” With these words our 
eyes are turned toward Him who is announced as 
secessfully accomplishing His mission. (He will 
jeal wisely) and as a result of His wise actions, 


He will experience the highest exaltation, he will | 


rise, he will be still more exalted, he will stand| 
high. | 


From this statement of the high exaltation of 
the Servant, the prophet proceeds to deal in con- 


trast. Many have been astonished at Him, i.e., they | 


had regarded Him as the object of Divine punish- 
nent, and so were disconcerted with an astonish- 
nent that disturbed and paralyzed. The reason for 
jis startling astonishment lay in the fact that the 
physical appearance of the Servant was so dis- 
fred, that He no longer appeared as a man, and 
fis appearance and the impression He produced 
were utterly unlike those of other human beings. 


As, however, in time past, because of the terrible 
disfigurement of the Servant, many were aston- 
ished at Him, so now, because of His expiatory 
wrk, even kings will shut their mouths. He will 
srinkle many nations. The thought is that He will 
perform an expiatory work. As under the Mosaic 
dispensation the priest sprinkled with water or 
blood for cleansing or purification, so now will 
He sprinkle for the cleansing of many nations. 
The Servant, therefore, appears here clearly as a 
Priest. The result will be that in reverential awe 
and wonder, kings will stop their mouths before 
Him, for that which they had never experienced, 
and that which had never been reported to them, 
thy have now both seen and heard. 


Few, indeed, there are who have heard the 
message which we have proclaimed concerning the 
humiliation of the Servant and His subsequent 
exaltation, ““‘Who hath believed our report?” It is 
an expression of wonder at the paucity of true 
believers in the world at large. For before God the 
Messiah comes up in low and humble estate, and 
when men behold Him, they find no appearance 
that would attract them. The entire life of the 
Servant is one of humble humiliation. In the eyes 
of men, He is unimportant and unimpressive, 


The Reason For His Suffering 


The reason why mankind rejected the Servant 
aid regarded Him as despised and to be condemed, 
va because mankind beheld Him as a man of 
lef and acquainted with sorrow. “He was de- 
yised, and we not only did not consider Him 
lear and worthy, but did not esteem Him at all, 
ve thought Him nothing’? (Luther). The sorrows 
and griefs which He bore, however, were not His 
wn, but ours. The sicknesses which He bore had 
longed to us, and the griefs which He carried 
al been ours. Instead, however, of recognizing 


this fact we had considered the Servant to be one. 


who was stricken by God with a loathsome disease, 
mitten and afflicted. Our conduct was reprehen- 
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sible. We beheld the Servant, and we cried, “God 
has punished Him, having sent upon Him a disease 
that is revolting and repelling.”” We did not under- 
stand that the terrible disfigurement which He had 
to undergo was a disfigurement and a punishment 


which rightfully belonged to us. 


He was wounded, pierced through, so that He 


died, and that because we had transgressed. We 


had transgressed—that is, we had willfully and 
deliberately broken the holy Law of God. The 
result of this transgression on our part was that 
the Servant was wounded unto death. He was 
crushed, because we in our dealings, had done 
iniquitously. Furthermore, if there was to be peace 
with God—healing and salvation for us,—it was 
necessary that there should be chastisement. Right- © 
fully, this chastisement should have fallen upon us. 
It did not fall upon us, however: it fell upon Him. 
The chastisement by which our peace was procured 
was placed upon Him in our stead. Futhermore, 
by His suffering, healing was brought to us. One 
ponders the words of these verses and asks, “Of 
whom is the prophet speaking?” Is it not obvious 
that he is not speaking of himself? Is it not also 
obvious that he is not speaking of any known 
Israelite, nor of the people of Israel? Surely there 
is but One to whom these words are applicable. 
As Alexander says, “If vicarious suffering can be 
described in words, it is so described in these two 
verses. 


A question however arises. Why is it necessary 
that our sickness should be placed upon Him? 
The answer is that all of us, like a flock of sheep 
had gone astray. We had turned aside from the 
right way and turned each one unto his own way. 
In other words, all of us had sinned and we were 
therefore laden with our sins. As long as these 
sins remained upon us, we were doomed to death 
and its attendant evils, The human race is in an 
estate of sin and misery, brought upon it through 
its transgression in Adam. From this sinful estate 
it is in need of deliverance. It cannot deliver 
itself. It is laden with sins and cevered with ini- 
quities. But the Lord hath laid upon Him the 
iniquity of us all. There is the remarkable, almost 
unbelievable fact. The guilt of our sin has been 
imputed to Christ. It has been made to strike 
violently in His soul, and He, in our room and 
stead, has borne it. He was our substitute. How 
true to Scripture are the words of the Catechism, 
“Christ executeth the office of a priest, in His 
once offering up of Himself a sacrifice to satisfy 
divine justice, and reconcile us to God; and in 
making continual intercession for us.’”’ What a 
glorious, life-giving thing, true theology is! 


The Patience of The Servant 


The prophet Isaiah would emphasize the volun- 
tary aspect of the Seérvant’s suffering. Although 
undergoing violent affliction, nevertheless, He 
opened not His mouth. He, like the lamb to be 
led to slaughter, remained silent. Although the 
object of the worst kind of villification and abuse, 
nevertheless, He did not defend Himself, From 
prison and unjust judgment He was taken away 
and yet, among His contemporaries, who was there 
that even gave thought to the fact that He was cut 
off from the land of the living? He was not 
important; He was not influential; and, at His 
death, none paid heed. Nevertheless, He did die, 
and made His death and grave with the wicked 
and the rich. | 
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It was the good pleasure of the Lord that 
bruised Him. It was necessary that the plan of 
God be fulfilled, and that the Servant become 
sick. Yet, His death was not in vain. He performs 
the work of a priest, making His own soul an 
offering (a trespass-offering) for sin, and, as the 
result of His suffering He shall see a seed. 


The Servant is a righteous one. Through the 
knowledge of Him, i.e., through a knowledge that 
is practical and which involves faith and also an 
appropriation unto oneself of the Servant’s 
righteousness, will the Servant justify many. The 
righteous Servant will justify the many ungodly 
ones. The contrast is not only between the One 
and the many; it is also between the One who is 
righteous and the Many who are unrighteous. How 
does the Servant justify many? The answer is, He 
bears their iniquities. The many have iniquities; 
the Servant is righteous. The many receive His 
righteousness; He bears their burdens. There is a 
glorious interchange here. The guilt of our sin is 
imputed to Christ: the righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to the elect. ‘‘Christ justifies men,’’ says 
Calvin, “by giving to them His own righteousness. 
and in turn taking upon Himself their sins, in 
order that He might expiate them.” 


Finally, because of these blessed facts, the 
Lord announces that He will assign to the Servant 
a place among the victors, and He shall divide the 
spoil of His mighty conquests. He has done what 
no other victor has done. He has exposed His soul 
unto death. He has suffered Himself to be number- 
ed among those who are in fact transgressors. 


Let him who will apply these words to the 


people of Israel _or to Moses or Jeremiah or 
“second” Isaiah. For our part, we are convinced 
that when Isaiah thus spoke, He spoke of Him 
Who alone is the Redeemer of God’s elect, the 
One to Whom we owe our only hope of salvation 
and eternal life. ‘Every word here,” wrote De- 
litzsch, “is, as it were, written under the Cross 


on Golgotha.”” With that expression all true Chris- 


tians will agree. 


Thoughts From Isaiah 
( Chapters IX-XI ) 


In these chapters the Lord speaks of Three 
Great Pictures. God loves to use pictorial language; 
this is specially true in the prophetic writings. We 
have here: (1) Picture of a Great Light, (2) A 
Great Child, (3) A Great Hand. 


I. A Great Light. 
The eighth chapter closes with “darkness”: the 


ninth begins with darkness, but into this darkness 
“a great light’? comes. | 


Darkness always abounds where sin and Satan 
hold sway. The god of this world “shuts out the 
sunshine” of God’s power and truth and love 
wherever he can. 


Just as God brought light to the material world 
“in the beginning,” so Christ brought light to the 
spiritual world when He came: The whole world 
was lost in the darkness of sin: The light of the 
world is Jesus. “I am the light of the world.” He 
reveals sin in all of its heinousness, by His inter- 
pretation of the Law of God; by His holy life; by 


His matchless teaching; by His death. He reveals 
God: the only-begotten Son Who is in the bosom 
of the Father, He hath declared Him. He that hath 
seen Me hath seen the Father. He reveals the Way 
of Life: the Way of Life, through Him: “I am the 
Way”; the Way for us to live, as we follow Hi; 
steps. 


When light comes it increases the condemnation 
of those who refuse it: when we receive light, we 
ought to pass it on to others: “Ye are the light of 


the world.”’ 
II. A Great Child. 


No other child in all the world can compete with 
the Babe of Bethlehem: “Unto us a child is born.” 


No other child has a Name like His”: “Wonder. 
ful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.” 


Everything about Him is Wonderful: the Wor- 
der of His Cradle, the Wonder of His Cross, the 
Wonder of His Empty Tomb, the Wonder of His 


Crown. Of all the wise counsellors, in Him alone | 


are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
His mighty works proclaim Him the Mighty God. 
He is the Everlasting Father, for the whole family 
in heaven and earth is named after Him; He that 
doeth the will of my Father, the same is my 
brother and sister and mother. “He is our peace,” 
and some day He will bring peace to all the world. 


No other child has a Government like His. Many 
crown princes have been born to men, but no 
other Who is the Crown Prince of the King. “] 
have set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.” Of 
the increase of His government and peace there 
shall be no end: “every knee is going to bow and 
every tongue confess.” 


Ill. A Great Hand. 


“His hand is stretched out still.”” This hand of 
God assumes two aspects: (1) A Hand of Judg- 
ment, (2) A Hand of Deliverance. , 


God’s hand has to be stretched forth sometimes 
in judgment and chastening upon His own people. 
God dealt with Israel in this way: He deals with 
us in like manner: Whom the Lord loveth, He 
chasteneth, and judgment begins at the house of 
God. . 


God’s hand is used to judge and punish the na- 
tions that afflict His people: Assyria and Babylon, 
although His instruments in judging Israel, will 
be destroyed in their turn. He still uses and pun- 
ishes wicked nations, 7 


The hand of God will be stretched in judgment 


) - this is s these 
upon a world of wickedness: this is seen In 
chapters; it is enlarged upon throughout the Bible. 


But God’s Hand is not merely a hand of judg- 
ment; it is also a Hand of Deliverance: He judge 


Pharoah; He delivered Israel. 


The whole world is going to be set free from 
the bondage of Sin and Satan; from the bondage 
of corruption and death. The Great Deliverer Is 
come: read of His glorious Kingdom and reign 1D 
these and other chapters of this Messianic propne". 


We, His children, are held in His Great Hand: 


No man can pluck us out of His Hand; no one can 


l t of His Father’s hand. Let us_prais¢ 
_S.KP. 
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Woman’s Work 


_ Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
August 1947 


Circle Topic: How Much Do I Value Life? Matt. — 


5 :21-32, 
Auxiliary Topic: Can We Be Christion In Our 
Community? 


Conferences scheduled for Montreat: 
August 1-7 (noon): Home Missions. 
August 7-10 (evening): Young Adult. 
August 11-17: Foreign Missions. 

August 18-22: Ministers’ Wives’ Forum. 
August 18-27: Bible Conference. 


Other Conferences: | 

August 5-11: Texas Synodical Training School, 
Kerrville, N. C. 

August 11-17: Christian Conference of Negro 
Women, Jackson College, Jackson, Miss, 

August 13-20: Woman’s Auxiliary Training 
School, Stillman Institute, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

August 22-25: Adult Conference, Na-Co-Me, 
Pleasantville, Tenn. | 


Here Are Some Evidences 
Of Spiritual Growth 


A Compilation From Local 
Auxiliary Reports 


The following are evidences of spiritual growth 
among the women of the Church as indicated by 
a cross-section of leadership in their annual re- 
ports to the Committee on Woman’s Work. For 


these recorded here and the others which space . 


pi not allow us to list, we give humble praise to 
od. 


There has been an awakening among our women 


to their need of God. 


Increased interest in Bible Study: Better attend- 
ance. More women taking part in Bible Study at 
Circles. A conscientious effort to prepare the ques- 
tions in the Guidebook. Eagerness to know more 
about Isaiah. Women have really studied Isaiah. 
Bible leaders report that women have responded 
as never before ... they have used their Guide- 
books more and have taken part in the discussion. 


Growth in the Prayer Life: Increased interest in 
the prayer groups. More women are willing to lead 
I prayer, There are eight organized prayer groups 
In one Auxiliary. Our women are learning to pray 


through the use of sentence prayers. Prayer — 


groups are maintained between Sunday School 
and Church many report. 


New Interest in Stewardship: A fine interest in 
the study of “Stewardship For Today,” by men, 


women and young people. A new interest in. 


Stewardship has been born among us. There has 
been an increase in the number of tithers. Leaflets 


on Stewardship have been distributed through our 
Circles. A large number of our women have read — 
personally Mrs. Askew’s book on Stewardship. 


Interest in Witnessing: Our women have shared 
in a Visitation Evangelism Campaign, with good 
results. Our active womén are working to get the 
interest of the inactive. There is a new interest in 
witnessing among us. We have a Personal Workers’ 
Group with the minister as leader—the women go 
out every two weeks with fine results. More in- 
terest in visiting newcomers to our community. 
There is a new effort to interest our younger 
women. 


Willingness to serve as Leaders: Our women 
show a willingness to serve whenever asked. More 
women are interested in taking places of leader- 
ship. Never before have we had such ready co- 
operation. Many are serving as leaders for the 
first time. We have volunteers for Auxiliary 
offices and an eagerness to serve. Nominating 
Committees report not one refusal. We tried the 
volunteer method of securing leaders, and the re- 
sults were gratifying. : 


The programs of the year have been well pre- 
sented and received. There is more interest in all 
phases of our church work. Better attendance— 
church services, prayer meeting, Sunday School, 
Auxiliary. 


Spiritual growth is more noticeable among our 
younger women. They are willing to take part in 
Bible Study, prayer, study of stewardship and wit- 
nessing, and have outside group meetings, More 
of them are using “Day By Day.” 


I feel that there is a reaction on the part of 
some of our members to the peace times in which 
we find ourselves, which shows that they want to 
be better stewards. This has expressed itself in a 
greater willingness to serve. We have had more 
new women join the church this year, which in- 
creased interest. : 


One church reported that after dismissing 114 
members to a newly organized Church in October, 
all offices were filled, Circle and Auxiliary attend- 
ance has held to that of first six months, the en- 
tire budget has been met and all special offerings 
have been larger than last year. 


A New Conference At Montreat 


Attractive posters announcing the Young Adult. 
Conference to be held at Montreat Aug. 7-10, 1947, 
are being distributed among the ministers, Direc- 
tors of Religious Education, and leaders of Young 
Adult Groups, and are being displayed at Synodical 
Training Schools ‘and Adult Conferences. The 
purpose of this conference is to bring local church 
young adults together for fellowship and fun; for 
inspiration, information, discussion; for practical 
suggestions, exchange of ideas and a world vision. 
The conference opens the evening of August 7, 
Thursday, and continues through evening of Sun- 


day, August 10th. 
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LOYALTY TO YOURCHURCH 
| | Ca 
THE FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH—"The Church, with its ordinances, officers, and courts, is - ab 
* the agency which Christ has ordained for the edification and government of His people, * 
for the propagation of the faith, and for the evangelization of the world.” * - 

| 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE CHURCH—"The Exercise of Ecclesiastical Power, whether + ff 
joint or several, has the divine sanction, when in conformity with the statutes enacted by : th 
Christ, the Lawgiver, and when put forth by courts or by officers appointed thereunto in His * " 
Word.” 

3 a 

DANGEROUS TENDENCIES TODAY—Individuals singly, and united in numerous and active : 


groups, establishing themselves as judge, prosecuting attorney, witnesses and jury, have 
condemned institutions of the Church and have put forth themselves as executors of their 
own decrees—wholly disregarding the courts of the Church and the officers appointed there- 
unto in His Word. 


INTRUDING FORCES—Outside organizations and institutions, by adroit propaganda ad: ' 
dressed to church members, are arousing suspicion and referring to the control of Church * 
Institutions as ‘‘ecclesiasticism,’’ as they put forth well-directed efforts to secure students 
and to raise millions of dollars in the churches to build up their own institutions. 


UNDERMINING THE FOUNDATIONS—Some of their attacks are against the Institutions of 
Higher Education of the Church, which are strengthening the foundations of home and 
church. Their accusations have been proved untrue by the proper church courts. Our Col- 
leges and Seminaries, recognize their responsibility, and under serious difficulties, are loyal- 
ly and faithfully building character and giving Christian guidance and training to the youth 
who will serve the home, the church, the schol, and the state. 


SAD RESULTS—The weakening of the Church and its organizations must bring serious re- 
sults. Loyalty to the home, loyalty to the church, and doyalty to the state are demanded in 
the confusion of today. It is hard to build. It is easy to pull down. | : 


The “Report of the Regents’ Inquiry into the Character and Cost of Public Education in the State of 
New York,” published under the title Education for American Life discussed far-reaching changes 
that have come in family life and emphasizing the lessening influence of the Church, declares: 
“Other agencies, vigorously supported by the churches in most instances, are beginning to fill the 
gap in part, but they have not been recognized as essential to education, as was the Church in the 
days of our fathers.’”’ Our Church should have a care—we dare not leave to others the task assigned 
to us. 


Be loyal to your own Institutions of Higher Christian Education. 


Help to make them even more worthy of our own. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D.D., Secretary | Rev. Wm. H. Hopper, D.D., Treasurer 
410 Urban Building — Louisville 2, Ky. 
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Important Notice 


Presbyterians are urged to write to War Relief 
Campaign Director, Roy LeCraw, for information 
about individual families in war-torn countries. - 


Many letters are being received by Presbyte- 
rians from foreign countries, requesting money, 
clothing, food and other aid. Some of these letters 


are coming from worthy people, but a great many | 


of them are not. Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Chairman 
of Assembly’s Committee on War Relief, announces 
that the office of the War Relief Campaign Di- 
rector, Roy LeCraw, at P. O. Box 143838, Atlanta 
1, Ga., is prepared to check letters that are re- 
ceived by our members and report as to their 
merit. All of our members are therefore requested 


The Yielded Life 


What is a Yielded Life? 


’Tis one at God’s command, 
For Him to mold, to form, to use, 
Or do with it as He may choose, 
Resistless in His hand. 


What is a Yielded Life? 
A life whose only will, ) 
When into blest subjection brought— 


In every deed and aim and thought, 


Seeks just to do His Will. 


What is a Yielded Life? 

A life which love has won, 
And in surrender full, complete, 
Lays all with gladness at the feet 

Of God’s most Holy Son. 
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to forward such letters to Mr. LeCraw, who will 
make an individual report 


in each case, 


—W.A.G. 


BEGINNER 
AND PRIMARY 


Children’s QUARTERLIES, PAPERS, ACTIVITY BOOKS 
Teachers’ QUARTERLIES, CLASS PICTURES AND SONGBOOKS 


Delightful new features—all prepared with two 
main objects in mind... Bible facts and attractiveness to 
child. ALL Bible stories, carefully selected for the child’s 
age, ability and need. Each lesson shows how it affects 
life of the child. 

QUARTERLY THEMES arranged chronologically, as asked 
by many teachers. NEW ATTRACTIVENESS in all this 
material; full color in story papers; intriguing new 
ACTIVITY BOOKS, quarterly, correlated with lessons; 
large class teaching pictures. Induce regular attendance. 


TEACHERS’ QUARTERLIES offer full plans for two-hour 
program each week. A valuable source book for every 


teacher, new or experienced. CLASS TEACHING PIC- 
TURES AND NEW SONGBOOKS. 
ALL -NEW, ATTRACTIVE, ALL BIBLE...for Beginner 


and Primary groups, ages 4 to 8. For complete information 
and samples, address Desk 81. 


Since 1866 3 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 20 East Central Pkwy, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 
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General Church News 


An Appreciation 


By The Presbytery Of Wilmington Of The 
REV. ANDREW J. HOWELL 


Stated Clerk — April 15, 1947 
Having Served Since 1927 


Ambition imposes upon men a yearning for 
position that they may be placed upon a pedestal 
and honored. The ideal of the Christian reverses 
that process, ‘‘Not to be ministered unto but to 
minister’ are the Master’s words which give to 
His followers a goal that is strange to the world. 
A Christian magnifies not himself but his office. 


For 20 years the Presbytery of Wilmington has 
been witnessing a great Christian ideal working 


itself out at an important task, the office of the 


Stated Clerk. The duties of this office can be 
used to give prominence and publicity to a man. 
They can also be turned into a mechanical, soul- 
less process of filling out reports and juggling 
statistics, of computing the standing of the King- 
dom of God by charts; or they may give place to a 
heart warming experience under the influence of 


Jesus. That experience has been ours as the Master | 


has spoken to us during these years through the 
personality of our Stated Clerk. 


He has shown us that numerals may be people 
redeemed and growing as they walk the paths of 
Christ. He has insisted that we see in struggling 
Churches, unprofitable as the world judges profit, 
communities of light through which grace may 
abound. In patience and fairness, with a watchful 
eye on the honor of God’s work and on the 


orderliness with which it should be done, in firm-. 


ness and sympathy and generosity, our Stated 
Cierk has been an overseer of sacred things. He 
has preferred obscurity to publicity and has 
elevated the records of divine institutions out of 
the realm of monotony to a place of charm. 


We ‘are grateful that our Stated Clerk has had 
the soul ot a poet who could see beauty in the 
incidental and simple things, the vision of a prophet 
who gould discern the truth in beclouded issues, the 
integMty of a historian who could interpret yester- 
day tor tomorrow’s needs. We regret that advancing 
years require him to give up his task and we 
record these woras that ne may know of our esteem 
and gratitude. We aesire that our neighbors and 
other generations may observe that we know a 
man wno deserves honor while he lives, yet sought 
no honor, and that we and they may allow his 
spirit to draw us to the God he serves. 


The Student Loan Fund | 


_The Executive Committee of Christian Educa- 
tion and Ministerial Relief is now receiving appli- 
cations for loans from the Student Loan Fund for 
the coming college year. This Fund has been es- 
tablished by individuals and church organizations 
to assist properly recommended boys and girls who 
need financial aid in order to secure an education 
at a Christian college. Any member of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., who has had one full year of 
college work is eligible for a loan to attend one of 


our own Presbyterian colleges. The maximum 
amount of a loan is $100.00 per year, and the rate 
of interest is only 4 percent. ‘Pastors and leaders 
of young people are encouraged to inform oy 
young people of the advantages available in the 
Student Loan Fund. 


For full information write to Rev. Wade H, 
Boggs, Secretary, 410 Urban Building, Louisville 


Roy LeCraw, Atlanta Layman, To 
Direct Presbyterian Program 


Lt. Col. Roy LeCraw, a ruling elder of North 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., has 
been named Director of the ‘Presbyterian Program 
of Progress, which has begun to function under 
the sponsorship of the Assembly’s Committee on 
Stewardship, of which Dr. J. R. McCain, President 
of Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga., is chairman. 


The appointment of Colonel LeCraw came fol. 
lowing a vote of the Assembly’s Committee on War 
Reliet, of which the Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, D.D,, 
of Atlanta, Ga., is chaizman, that the campaign of 
this committee for $600,000.00 this year be merged 
with the campaign of the Presbyterian Program 
of Progress. Colonel LeCraw has been serving as 
campaign director for War Relief. | 


Doctor McCain presided at a meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Committee on 
Stewardship on Thursday, in Atlanta, Ga., to 
which meeting had been invited representatives of 
the Executive Committees and other agencies to 


be benefited by the Program of Progress, and 


members of the War Relief Committee. 


With the merging of the two campaigns it was 
pointed out that throughout the five-year program 
of the Presbyterian Program of Progress, if neces- 
sary, the slogan for war relief would remain as 
for this year: “One Doilar And One Pound Of 
Goods Per Member.”’ This will keep the total con- 
tribution annually to this cause, as long as finan- 
cial and materia] aid are necessary, on the high 
basis set tor this year, it was explained. Colonel 
LeCraw will promote the entire Program of 
Progress before the Church; giving emphasis at 
tne special seasons, to the causes being especially 
brought to the attention of the Church for sacri- 
ficial and self-denial giving. 


The first step in the program will be taken by 
the Executive Committee of Religious Education, 
under the leadership of Dr. Edward D, Grant, One 
of the financial objectives of the five-year program 
calls for the raising of $500,000.00, over and 
above the annual Raliy Day giving to this cause, 
for “developing an adequate program of visua 
education, providing a publication reserve, an 
helping to improve the physical plant where head- 
quarters are housed.” Doctor Grant asserted that, 
awaiting the appointment of a full-time Director 
of the Presbyterian Program of Progress, his com- 
mittee staff had gone forward with planning for 
the Rally Day season. One-fifth of the total amount 
allocated for this cause, in addition to the — 
annual giving, will be sought on Rally Day an 
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quring Religious Education Week, September 28th 
+o October 5th. 


Under a slogan, “Building Today For A Better 
Tomorrow,” the campaign for religious education 
expansion, will get under way early, Doctor Grant 
-aid. Miss Sarah Little has prepared the Rally Day 
nrosram, and the Rev. Joseph M. Garrison, of 
Greensboro, N. C., the program for Religious Edu- 
cation Week, he said. Other, special, literature is 
being prepared under Doctor Grant’s’ direction, 
and will be available to churches and church or- 
ganizations—including attractive posters, leaflets 
and general campaign literature to set forth the 
urgent needs of this committee. The main objec- 
tive in all the literature will be $500,000.00 in 
five years—and the plan will be to ask the Church 
for $100,000.00 a year on this total goal, it was 
explained. 


Shenandoah Presbyterian Church 
1927 - 1947 


The Shenandoah Presbyterian Church is now 
finishing the first twenty years of its history. It 
began as a Mission and was known as the Shen- 
andoah Presbyterian Mission. The first three meet- 
ings of this Mission were held on Southwest Eighth 
Street in an open-air theatre then known as “The 
‘Q’ Garden Theatre.” On April 13th, in answer to 
prayer, the meeting place was changed to a dance 
hall further west on Southwest Eighth Street, then 
known as “Trotter’s Dance Hall.” On Sunday, May 
lst, the Church was organized with fifty-two mem- 
bers, many of whom are still members, : 


Beginning with seventeen in attendance at its 
first meeting, this Church, under the leadership of © 
her minister and Session, has now become one of 
the large Presbyterian Churches in the Assembly. 
Nine hundred and ninety-one have been received 
into the church on profession and 1,399 by letter, 
making a total of 2,390 in twenty years. The ac- 
tive membership is now 1,254 as of April 1st, the 
beginning of the new church year. The Bible 
School which had a humble beginning of 17 now 
has an enrollment of over 1,150. The attendance 
of 875 the last Sunday in March indicates the 
healthy condition of this enrollment. This is now 
the largest Presbyterian Bible School in attendance 
In the Synod of Florida. The Church in its first | 
year was able to raise and pay all expenses, about 
$6,800.00, and $125.00 was given to denomina- 
tional benevolences. — 


In its twenty years of history more than $500,- 
000.00 has been raised for all causes. This year 
the total for benevolences will approach the $25,- 
000.00 mark. 


The Church under the leadership of her pastor 
as not been negligent of her home mission task. 
The Homestead Church, Miami Springs, Alta Vista, 
eJeune, now flourishing churches, are all children 
of this work. Some aid was given in the organiza- 
tion of the Riviera Church in South Miami. 


The Church was organized on an idea: That the 
Bible as the Word of God should be re-introduced 
to laymen and be used as the major teaching force 
of the Church. Every service of the Church from 
the day of organization has been planned with that 
fundamental idea. It has, in the judgment of many, 
demonstrated the belief that the Bible as the Word 
of God can and does attract more people to the 
House of God than any other program, 


The Bible Expositor And 


Illuminator 
COMPLETE STUDY QUARTERLY 


INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSON TOPICS 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 
BIBLE CLASS TEACHERS 


Price: 35c a single copy; $1.25 a year, 
by subscription. 


ORDER YOURS TODAY 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 


CLEVELAND (1) OHIO 


8 8 @ 6 6 @ 6 6 6 6 86 6 6 @ 6 @ 6 @ 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 


© 6 6 6 8 6 8 8 6 6 8 @ 6 6 6 8 6 6 @ 6 


BELHAVEN 


FOUR YEAR COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 
At The Crossroads Of The South 


@ Emphasis on Developing Christian Char- 


@ Atmosphere of Culture and Refinement. 
@ Modern Buildings. Beautiful Campus. 

.) Sound Scholarship. Students Selected. 

@ Variety of Activities and Sports. 


FOR INFORMATION 


G. T. Gillespie . President 


Jackson, Miss. 
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Will you join us in prayer for God’s continued 
blessing upon this work and testimony for Jesus 
Christ? 


(From Shenandoah Church Bulletin, Easter Sun- 
day, April 6, 1947.) 


— 


Yaung People Appointed By 
Executive Committee Of 
Foreign Missions 


Mr. Thomas Jackson Brumit: East Brazil. Born: 
April 8, 1924, Bristol, Tenn. Education: Bristol, 
Tenn., High School, 1939-43; King College, Bris- 
tol, Tenn., 1944; Westminster Choir College, 
Princeton, N. J., 1944-47, Bachelor of Music. Pa- 
rents: Mr. David E. Brumit, 815 Alabama Street, 
Bristol, Tenn. (mother deseased). Home Address: 
815 Alabama Street, Bristol, Tenn. He is a mem- 
ber of First Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Tenn. 
He is going to East Brazil as an educational mis- 
slonary., 


Miss Hettie Pauline. Heflin: East Brazil. Born: 
July 22, 1912, Ravenwood, Mo. Education: Raven- 
wood, Mo., High School, 1926-30; State Teachers’ 
College, Maryville, Mo., 1930-31; State Teachers’ 
College, Warrensburg, Mo., B.S. in 1940; As- 
sembly’s Training School, Richmond, Va., 1946- 
47. (Parents: Mrs. Luella Heflin, Ravenwood, Mo. 
(father deceased). Home Address: Ravenwood, 
Mo. She is a member of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, Kansas City, Mo. She is going to East 
Brazil as an educational] missionary. 


Miss Mary McCann Hudson: Mexico. Born: Jan- 
uary 30, 1917, Greenville, S. C. Education: Green- 
ville High School, Greenville, S. C.; Agnes Scott 
College, 1934-38, A.B.; Furman University, Green- 
ville, S. C., 1938-39, M.A.; Asheville College, Sum- 
mers of 1940 and 1941; Assembly’s Training 
School, Richmond, Va., Summer 1945. Parents: 
Mrs. W. T. Hudson, 616 West Washington Street, 
Greenville, S. C. (father deceased). Home Address: 
616 West Washington Street, Greenville, S. C. She 
is a member of Third Presbyterian Church, Green- 
ville, S. C. She is going to Mexico as an educa- 
tional missionary. 


Miss Virginia Lancaster Montgomery: China. 
Born: December 30, 1920, Tsingkiangfu, Kiangsu, 
China. Education: Kuling American School, 1934- 
35; Pyeng Yang Foreign School, 1935-38; Agnes 
Scott College, 1938-42, B.A.; Assembly’s Training 
School, 1944-46, Parents: Rev. and Mrs. James N. 


Montgomery, Missionaries to China. Home Address: 


4240 Clairmont Avenue, Birmingham, Ala. She is 
a member of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New Orleans, La. She is going to China 
as an evangelistic missionary. 


Mr. William Chrisman Washburn: Africa. Born: 
March 8, 1921, Bulape, Belgian Congo, Africa. 
Education: Berea Academy, 1936-38, diploma; 
Austin College, Sherman, Tex., 1938-42, A.B.; 
Austin Theological Seminary, Austin, Tex., 1945- 
47; University of Texas, 1945-48. Parents: Dr. 
and Mrs. H. M. Washburn, Missionaries to Africa. 
Home Address: Bulape, Belgian Congo, Africa. He 
is a member of First Presbyterian Church, Sher- 
man. Tex. Children: William Avery Washburn, 
born March 7, 1947. | 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and ere Courses 
leading to A.A. or A.S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th Grades. 
Veterans’ Refresher. 

Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 
Aireraft and Engine Mechanics, 
Apartments Available for Married Students, 
: Registration Fee $5.00 
P. O. Box B-4 Maxton, N. C. ‘ 


Mrs. Mildred Avery Washburn: Africa. Bor: 


April 2, 1921, Beaumont, Tex. Education: French 


High School, Beaumont, Tex., 1984-38: Austin 
College, Sherman, Tex., 1941-43; Austin Seminary, 
Austia, Tex., 1945-46. Parents: Mr. and Mrs. A, B. 
Avery, 2103 Forest Street, Beautmont, Tex. Home 
Address: 2103 Forrest Street, Beaumont, Tex. She 
is a member of Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Beaumont, Tex. Children: William Avery Wash. 
burn, born March 7, 1947. 


The Washburns are going to Africa as evan. 
elistic missionaries. 


= 


The Synod Of Virginia 

The Synod of Virginia will meet on September 
2, 1947, at 2:00 P.M., at Union Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va. Joseph A. McMurray, Stated Clerk. 


= 


Early Morning Meditation 


Bear thy burden with calm and poise, 
Face thee this day of sorrow or Joys; 
Lock thee thy heart from turmoil and fear, 
Open thy mind to God, Who is near. 


How exquisite is the snow, 
White on the mountain; 

How exquisite is the spray 
From silvery fountain; _ 

How exquisite is this morning, 
Still fresh with dew; 

How exquisite is God’s day, 
When it is new. | 


Deepen your thinking, sweet child of mine; 
Put into your heart His words divine. 

Listen and wait for His calm judgment, 
Speak not when storms within thee torment. 


Look at the stars which fade with the day; 
Look at the grass which withereth away; 
Look at the mist as it drifts to the sea; 
Look at thyself, for God dwells with thee. 


How exquisite is the snow, 
White on the mountain; 

How exquisite is the spray 
From silvery fountain; 

How exquisite is God’s morning, 
Still fresh with dew; 

How exquisite is God’s day, 


When it is new. 
——Deedie-May Austin. 
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Report Of The Proceedings Of The 
Winston-Salem Presbytery | 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem held its ad- 
journed summer meeting at the Fairmont Outpost 
of the Second Presbyterian Church, Lexington, 
N. C., on July 8, with 21 ministers and 15 Ruling 
Elders present. Ruling Elder Hoke F. Henderson, 
of the Elkin Presbyterian Church, was the Mode- 


rator. 


The Rev. E. H. Gartrell, Jr., was received by 
certificate from the Presbytery at Abingdon and 


becomes the pastor of the Mocksville and Bixby 


Churches. 


Candidate W. R. Smith, III, was received from 


Roanoke Presbytery and Candidate Murphy Wilds 
from Asheville (Presbytery. Both of these were ex- 
amined and licensed to preach. Mr. Smith will 
serve the Yadkinville Church and Mr, Wilds “the 
Cooleemee Church. | 


Moderator of the General Assembly, Dr. J. R. 
Cunningham, a member of this Presbytery, was 
present and spoke briefly on the recent meeting 
of the Assembly. | | 


We are privileged to have two guest speakers: 
Dr. E. E. Gillespie, who spoke on the Home Mis- 
sion Work in the Synod and Presbyteries; and 
Rev. Paul Tudor Jones, Pastor of the First Pres- 


byterian Church of High Point and a member of © 


Orange Presbytery, who spoke on Evangelism. 


A most interesting feature of this meeting of 
the Presbytery was the organization of the Fair- 
mont Outpost into a church. The sermon was 
preached by Rev. George Mauze, D.D., Pastor of 
the First Church, Winston-Salem, and the organi- 
zation conducted by the Moderator. This splendid 
work has been developed under the leadership of 
the Rev. Hardin A. King, Pastor of the Secon 
Presbyterian Church, Lexington. = 


The next Stated Meeting of Presbytery will be 
held on October 14 at the Foster Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church, a Home Mission Church in the 
field served by the Rev. Kenneth J. Foreman, Jr. 

J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


Free to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sun- 
day School or Missionary Superintendent, one 
copy of “Take No Thought” for each family in 
his congregation providing he will agree“to give 
a talk on Tithing before distribution. Write 
stating number of leaflets desired to: Tither, 
417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


THE PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES 
OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 


By Vernon W. Patterson 
We have had such a demand for this booklet 


t a new revised edition has just been printed. 
ey are again available for free distribution as 
ong as our new supply lasts. You may enclose 
postage stamps to help defray carrying charges to 
you if this is convenient. Let us know at once how 
many you can profitably use. Order from: The 
Precbyterian Journal Company, Weaver- 
e, e 


WHAT SHALL WE DO 


To CompLy WITH THE 
REQUEST OF THE GENERAL 


ASSEMBLY 


The 1947 General Assembly adopted 
the following resolution: 


“In view of the very grave need of our min- 
isters who have had to retire on the meager 
amounts now paid to annuitants, and because 
the maximum grants which are now being 
paid to annuitants cannot be increased with- 
Jut endangering the soundness of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund, the General Assembly 
requests the Executive Committee of Chris- 
tian Education and Ministerial Relief to seek 
and devise ways and means of adding t the 
Three Million Dollar prior service fund, so 
that our retired ministers and those soon to 
be retired, may receive more adequate pro- 
visions.”’ 
Will you help? A check today. 
| A legacy in your will. 
Presbyterian Church In The United States 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Rev, Wade H. Boggs, D.D. Secretary 
Rev. Wm. H. Hopper, D.D. Treasurer 


410 Urban Bldg. — Louisville 2, Ky. 


— 


AMERICA'S 
LEADING LINE 
OF RELIGIOUS 
MERCHANDISE 


FOR FREE INFORMATION: 


Here is the most unique line—Bibles, 
Books, Greeting Cards, Religious Novel- 
ties—offered to agents today. Generous 
discounts on all items. An Attractive 
Bonus Plan. Our new catalog. gives 
full description and prices. 
THE CHRISTIAN LIGHT PRESS 

Dept. S-417R Elizabethtown, Pa. 


TRACTS FOR TODAY 


HAVE YOU READ THEM? 
IS THE BIBLE RIGHT ABOUT JESUS? 
By J. Gresham Machen | 
SCIENCE AND EVOLUTION 
Or Letters To A Boy Entering High School 
By Edward J. Young 
PRICE TEN CENTS EACH 
Committee On Christian Education 
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
728 Schaff Bldg. 1505 Race St. Phila. 2, Pa. 
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